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iMay 9, 2002
Contact: Bill Knowles, chair, UM Department of Radio-TV, (406) 243-4747.
UM STUDENT DOCUMENTARY EXPLORES MONTANA GAMBLING
MISSOULA—
University of Montana seniors in the Department of Radio-Television are finishing their
capstone project, a one-hour documentary that examines gambling in Montana.
"Montana Gambling: Hold It or Fold It?" premiers at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 17, in the
University Center Theater. A reception will be held a half-hour before the documentary
begins. The student documentary then will air statewide at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 28, on
Montana PBS television stations.
"Montana Gambling" weaves together stories of Montanans on all sides of the
contentious gambling issue. UM students interviewed owners of gaming businesses who see
the benefits that gambling brings in terms of jobs and the economy. They also profiled a
former community leader who stole to support his gambling habit. In addition, they traveled to
the Montana women’s prison to interview a convicted murderer who says gambling led her
down the road to ruin.
Students shot the program on location in Poison, Browning, Cut Bank, Billings,
Crow Agency, Livingston, Butte, Virginia City, Kalispell, Helena, Missoula and Spokane,
Wash.
Bill Knowles, a UM professor and chair of the radio-TV department, calls the
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documentary a cutting-edge production on a cutting-edge Montana issue. Knowles and
Professor Ray Ekness were faculty advisers for the project.
"Both sides have compelling arguments for and against gambling in Montana,"
Knowles said. "The students present those arguments in an unbiased, down-the-middle
approach that will allow viewers to draw their own conclusions."
Students staff all positions for producing the documentary. They conduct the research
and interviews, write the stories, narrate, shoot videotape and edit the final product.
Student producer Danielle Dellerson of Big Fork said the work is a bonding experience
for her and her classmates. "This has been one of the most demanding and rewarding projects
I’ve ever worked on," she said.
Student director Jasper Hiatt of Missoula leads the technical team working on the
documentary. He said, "I hope w e’ll be able to bring gambling into a new light for the people
of Montana. Our goal is to educate so people can make good decisions."
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